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between T and B cells in patients with autoimmune thyroid diseases. Different lineages of lymphocytes can be identified by surface
markers and functional immunologic tests. Recent studies have shown that functional cooperation between lymphocyte
subpopulations, particularly T and B lymphocytes, is important in certain immune responses. The aim of this study was to evaluate the
functional characteristics of T and B lymphocytes in patients with autoimmune thyroid diseases (AITD) and to examine their
correlation with the clinical features. We studied T and B lymphocyte subsets in the peripheral blood of patients with AITD (n=20) and
in normal controls (n=22), using flow cytometry and ELISPOT assay for analysis of cytokine production. The results showed that the
percentage of total T lymphocytes and CD4+ T cells was significantly increased in the group with AITD and that the percentage of IgG
Fc receptors+ cells (but not IgE Fc receptors+ cells) on mononuclear cells was significantly decreased in the group with AITD.
Although the secretion of IFN-gamma, IL-4 and IL-6 by stimulated
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