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lymphatic tumours of the stomach: histological and genetic examination]. Most of the neuroendocrine tumors
(NETSs) of the alimentary tract origin from enterochromaffin cells (ECL), which represent a subtype of L cells. We
have studied the expression of cytokeratin (CK) A and CK 18 proteins, neuroendocrine antigens (NSE, PNSE, EPN,
GLU and different markers of neuroendocrine differentiation) as well as bcl-2 in the formation of neuroendocrine
tumors of the stomach (G-NET). ECL (40.5%) and alfa-cells (6.0%) were detected in the normal stomach. A high
proliferative activity of ECL was recorded. Tumors with malignant histopathology revealed a high proliferative
activity of ECL as well as the expression of cytokeratins and antigens. ECL was immunonegative for the
neuroendocrine proteins. A large group of tumors did not reveal the above-mentioned markers of neuroendocrine
differentiation. In the first group (intestinal type G-NET) high proliferative activity of ECL and large amounts of the
cytokeratins were found; the tumor cells lacked the expression of neuroendocrine proteins. In the second group
(diffuse type G-NET) an abundant distribution of neuroendocrine markers was observed. In the third group (spindle-
cell type G-NET) only a moderate expression of the cytokeratins was observed and no expression of
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